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Sacred Heart Statue 


This statue, ornate in appearance, has a receptacle at the base for 
a Vigil Light Glass, which makes it convenient and attractive for home . 
devotions. One Statue (13 inches in height), one Ruby Glass, and one ; 
dozen Vigil Lights will he sent, postage paid, on receipt of $2:50. “ 


WILL & BAUMER CANDEE. CO; Inc. 


162 N. Franklin Street, Chicago, Tl. 





LAPIDAR <P 


An excellent, non-poisonous remedy for purifying the blood and toniig up'the system. 
LAPIDAR is not an ordinary patent medicine. It is composed of leaves, flowers and 
herbs, all gathered from the mountains of Switzerland. LAPIDAR.js compyynded by 
Rev. Father Kuenzle of St. Gall, Switzerland, the best authority. on’ Swiss Alpine herbs, 
whose books are in official use in many schools in Switzerland. LAPIDAR ‘aéts favor- 
ably in cases of gout, skin diseases, abscesses, stiffness of the limba, faulty circulation, 
etc. It has a very beneficial effect especially on the stomach, kidneys and lings, Rev. 
Father Kuenzle has the recommendation of the Holy Father as an herbalist. Price of 
regular Lapidar $2.50 per box. Persons afflicted with high blood pressure, gout, or 
stomach troubles or weak heart and nerves or liver troubles, inquire for SPECIAL 
LAPIDAR mentioning nature of ailment. Price $2.85 per box. We also cannot highly 
enough recommend our table tea, Messenger of the Alps, to be used as a daily bever- 
age. Price: large box 95 cents, plus postage. 

Agents wanted Address: Lapidar Co., Chino, California 





PRAY THE MASS 


Our new Mass Book really helps you. A picture on every 
page makes it easy to follow the priest. 48 pages. Cover is 
stamped in gold, Every Catholic needs this book. Single copy 
10 cts. 6 copies for 40 cts, in coin or stamps. 

Address: Catechetical Guild 
551 University Ave., St. Paul, Minn. 





For Your First Friday Devotions 


Do you wish to observe the First Fridays in the proper manner? 
Turn to the SPIRIT OF THE FIRST FRIDAY. This is a neat devo- 
tional book, containing a meditation for each of the First Fridays of 
the year, besides specially appealing devotions to the Sacred Heart, and 
the features of an ordinary prayer-book. Single copy, red edge, 50¢. 
Address: Rev. I. Schoenherr, O.F.M., 135 West 31st St., New York City. 





TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


Printed and published monthly in English and in German by the 
Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, under a 
Benedictine Father. : 

Subscription Price, per year, $1.00. Canada,’ Ireland & England, $1.25 

Entered as second-class matter March’ 19, 1907, at the post office 
at Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 8, 1897. Ac- 
ceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 
1108, Act of October 3, 1917, authorized July 17, 1918. 
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Special Christmas Offer 
(60 booklets — $3.50 


“nnn 


S a special Christmas value, we offer our entire collection of 60 
inspiring devotional booklets for only $3.50. This will enable 
you to obtain the complete collection at a saving of $1.00. What 

Christmas gift could be more acceptable than this library of booklets, 
whose contents will be a never-failing source of consolation and edifica- 
tion to the recipient? Unlike works of fiction, these booklets may be 
read and re-read with ever new interest and fresh inspiration. This 
would be an ideal Christmas gift for families, priests, and religious, 
as also for individual lay persons. If one would not care to give the 
entire collection to one person, the booklets may be divided into sets, 
as for instance the Sacred Heart Library and other sets mentioned. 
These may be ordered separately at prices given, as well as single 
copies. If desired, booklets will be made up in an attractive holiday 
package and sent directly to a given address, with greeting card bear- 
ing the sender’s name. 


Sacred Heart Library 
(7 booklets— 50¢) 


1. True Veneration of the Sacred 4. Six Discourses on the Enthrone- 
Heart ment 
2. Come, Let Us Adore 5. All for Thee, O Heart of Jesus 
3. Enthronement of the Sacred Heart 6. Guard of Honor & the Holy Hour 
7. Message of the Sacred Heart 


(Numbers 1 to 4, 10¢ each; 5 '& 6, 5¢ each; No. 7, 3 for 10¢.) 








Blessed Sacrament Library 
(12 booklets — 75¢) 


1. God Himself Our Sacrifice 

2. In the Splendor of the Morning 
Sun 

. Eucharistic Miracles 

. God with Us 

. The Holy Eucharist, Our All 

. The Bread of Life 


a” & Ww 


7. Jesus, Joy of My Heart 

8. Jesus Loves Me 

9. Jesus Pleads for My Love 

10. Jesus One with Me 

11. Communicate Frequently 
Devoutly 

12. My Daily Visit 


and 


(Numbers 1 to 6, 10¢ each; 7 to 12, 5¢ each.) 


Blessed Virgin Library 


(9 booklets — 65¢) 


. Devotion to Mary 

. Mary, Mother of God 

. Under Mary's Mantle 

. Mary, Our Mother 

. De Montfort’s Devotion to Mary 


UM St Wh 


6. The Rosary, My Treasure 

7. Communion Devotions in Union 
with Mary 

8. Devotion to the Mother of Sorrows 

9. Mary's Seven Sorrows 


(Numbers 1 to 6, 10¢ each; 7, 8 & 9, 5¢ each.) 


Miscellaneous Subjects 


Devotion to the Most Holy Trinity 

Devotion to the Holy Ghost 

Wonders of the Miraculous Crucifix 

Devotion to the Holy Wounds 

The Message from Konnersreuth 

More Precious than Diamonds 

Prayer, the Great Means of Grace 

Most Consoling for the Human Heart 
Vols. 1 & 2 

Words of Consolation for the Sick 
and Afflicted 

Go to Joseph 

St. Benedict, the Beloved of God 

St. Anthony the Wonderworker 

St. Gertrude the Great 

St. Teresa of the Child Jesus 

Words of Our Lord to Benigna 

« Consolata 


(Above booklets 10¢ each.) 


Message of the Sacred Heart 


Little Devotions to the Infant Jesus 

Devotion to the Infant Jesus of Prague 

From Olivet to Calvary 

Devotion to the Holy Face 

Devotion to the Precious Blood 

Magnificence of the Love of God and 
Efficacy of Perfect Contrition 

Conformity to the Will of God 

Our Savior’s Goodness to Those who 
Trust Him 

Indulgenced Prayers & Aspirations 

Devotions to St. Joseph 

Good St. Ann 

St. Jude Thaddeus, Helper in Great 
Need, & St. Rita, Advocate of the 
Impossible 

All Ye Who Mourn 

The Jubilee Year of Redemption 


(Above booklets 5¢ each.) 


Holy Water in the Christian Home 


Assist the Souls in Purgatory 
(Above booklets, 3 for 10¢) 


Prices given do not include postage. 
remittance accompanies orders under $1.00. 


quantities of 100 or more. 


It will be a favor to us if 
Generous reduction for 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





Premiums for 
.,. New Subscriptions 


suitable for 


Christmas: Gifts 
. *er 


S a special premium for ONE new subscription 





SET OF 
GREETING to “Tabernacle and Purgatory”’ we offer a box 
CARDS of 12 artistic Christmas cards of assorted designs, 


with envelopes to match. These greeting cards 

portray the true spirit of Christmas — that of joy and gratitude at the 
birth of the Infant Savior. Séme of the designs are in brilliant colors 
| with-gold lettering; others, in*soft pastel shades. All are truly devo- 
tional and artistic and worthy to convey your Christmas” greetings. 


| «~ 





Little Devotions to the Holy 
Infant Jesus & Devotion 

, to the Infant Jesus of Prague 
by, (For ONE new subscription) 


Two 64-page booklets with delight- 
ful and inspiring devotions to the 
Holy Infant, especially suited to 
the Christmas season. 





This charming prayer-book isa 
favorite with children of all ages. 
It contains two Mass devotions, 


Jesus in the Hearts ot “Little 
Children ~ 


, 
Flexible cloth¥ binding, 


2.new 
, prayers for confession and Com- 
aubecr. black, white, blue, oP munion, the Stations, litanies, de- 
or red, i, votions for Benediction, 8 visits to 
3-new Durable cloth binding, the Blessed Sacrament, with prac- 
subscr. black, white, blue or rose. tical examples fram the lives of 
saints, and 28 bégutiful devotion- 
4 new Black American Seal inspiring pictures. Will make a 
subscr. leather or white imita- ‘most acceptable ‘Christmas gift for 


tion leather binding. any Catholic boy or girl. 





Sacred Heart Shield of French gray metal. A bust figure of our Lord, 
with rays surrounding His Sacred Heart, stands out in relief on a 
circular medallion, around which are the words: I will bless every 
place where a picture of My Heart shall be exposed and honored. 
Mounted in a neat folder in which are printed the promises of the 
Sacred Heart to St. Margaret Mary, and various ejaculations. 

(For TWO new subscriptions.) 





Oxidized Medallion of the Sacred Heart or of the Blessed Virgin, 
mounted on plaque of genuine Algerian onyx, with easel to stand. 
(Either one for THREE; both for SIX new subscriptions.) 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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‘Tabernacle and eeauas 





A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the consolation of 
the Poor Souls. Price $1.00; Canada, $1.25. Published with the approval of Most Rev. 
Charles Hubert LeBlond, Bishop of St. Joseph, and the Blessing of Pope Pius XI. 


Vol. 30 November, 1934 No. 7 








Look Up! 


AMILIAR to us all is the Bible story of the noble 
mother of the seven Machabees. Staunch in her faith, 
she would rather see her seven sons martyred before 
her eyes than have them transgress the law of God. 
Six of her sons had fallen beneath the cruel sword. 
Only the youngest, so tender in years, so beautiful in 
his innocence, remained. As the king tried to entice 
the child by threats and promises, the heroic mother 
exhorted him: “I beseech thee, my son, look upon 

heaven and earth, and all that is in them: and consider that God made 

them out of nothing, and mankind also. So thou shalt not fear this 
tormentor, but being made a worthy partner with thy brethren, receive 
death, that in that mercy I may receive thee again with thy brethren” 

(2 Mach. vii. 28, 29). 

Such is the example our holy Mother, the Church, places before 
our eyes on the feast of All Saints. We are among her youngest 
children; our elder brothers and sisters have already preceded us into 
the kingdom of glory and now rejoice for having been faithful to God 
amid the sufferings of their life. In eternal happiness they are now 
receiving the reward of a virtuous or penitent life on earth. Gazing 
upon them in the realm of bliss, we, too, are spurred on to imitate 
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their virtues and follow them on the narrow pathway to. God. 
“Behold,” exclaimed the great St. Teresa of Avila, “the more 
thou dost struggle and love, the more thou dost endure for God 
through thy labors, the nearer thou shalt be to God and the more 
deeply shalt thou be rejoiced with bliss and peace without end.” 


Heaven 


i" The eternal joys of heaven! To think of them strengthens, con- 
soles and inebriates the heart. The devout meditation on the joys of 
heaven, yes, even the mere recollection of them, filled many saints 
with indescribable bliss and imparted to them a foretaste of paradise. 
Brother Giles, one of the most confidential companions of the seraphic 


St. Francis, needed but to hear the word “paradise” and immediately — 


he would fall into the sweetest rapture. Children, aware of this, were 
accustomed to cry out on seeing him pass: “Paradise! Brother Giles! 


Paradise!” Immediately he would remain standing ‘immovable, rapt 


in blissful ecstasy. 

When St. Ignatius contemplated the beauties of heaven, he cried 
out: “Oh, how detestable is the earth when I look up to heaven!” 

When contemplating heaven, St. Ephrem was often filled with 
such sweetness and delight that he would pray: “O Lord! cease for 
a moment; withhold a little the horn of the plenteousness of. Thy 
grace, for in this frail vessel I am unable to hold such abundance 
of bliss.” 

Similarly did St. Francis Xavier pray: “It is,enough, O Lord, 
it is enough! Let me-not taste such a.superabundance of heavenly 
sweetness in this mortal body. Rather call me hence, lead me home 
into Thy kingdom; for whoever once tastes Thy sweetness is filled 
with disgust for this earthly life.” 

St. Macarius of Alexandria lived more in heaven than on earth. 
It was there his thoughts and his desires dwelt. If he was tempted 
to occupy himself with creatures he would say to his soul: “Beware, 
my soul, of descending from heaven to earth. Your home is above; 
here you wander in a foreign country. In heaven you will find God 
and His whole court. Only in heaven do we bask in the rays of 
eternal light; only there is truth, certainty, eternal life.” 

“Lift up, therefore, thy face to heaven!” Thomas a Kempis 
(Book III. Ch. 47) places these words on the lips of our Savior: 
“Behold, I and all My saints with Me, who in this world have had 
a great conflict, now rejoice, are comforted now, are now secure, are 
now at rest; and they shall for all eternity abide with Me in the 
Kingdom of My Father.” 
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Their Great Means of Deliverance 





LESSED Francis Venimbeni, a celebrated preacher 
S.. . of the Order of St. Francis, exercised a great zeal 
for the deliverance of the souls in purgatory. One 
day as he was finishing Holy Mass, which he had 
celebrated for them, he heard, as he pronounced the 
words Requiescant in pace, a cry of intense joy burst 
forth from invisible mouths and resound through the 
whole church. The Holy Sacrifice is the great means 
ie of delivering the poor souls from the prison of pur- 
gatory. St. Matilda, wife of the German Emperor Henry the Fowler, and 
mother of Otho the Great, the moment the sad news of the sudden 
death of her husband was brought to her, threw herself on her knees 
before the Crucifix, and made the sacrifice with profound resignation. 
In haste she inquired whether there was a priest fasting, who could 
celebrate Mass for the repose of his soul that day. Immediately 
Adelbac, a religious, offered himself. So pleased was thé. Empress, 
that divesting herself of her golden bracelets, she presented them to 
him, begging him to offer at once the Holy Sacrifice for the soul of 
her late husband. As long as she lived, the pious Empress had a 
number of Masses said yearly for this intention. ; 

The illustrious English noblewoman, Baroness Sturton, one day 
met the great servant of God, John Cornelius, $.J., and besought him 
to offer a Holy Mass for her deceased husband. He did so, and 
between the Consecration and the Memento for the Dead the holy priest 
seemed rapt in ecstasy for some length of time. All those present 
beheld, during this ecstasy, a light moving back and forth on the wall 
of the chapel, like the reflection of a fire below the altar. The Mass 
having been concluded, Father Cornelius was asked why it had taken 
him so long to offer the Adorable Sacrifice and what had caused the 
fiery reflection on the wall. To these questions the servant of God 
answered that he had seen a large room filled with flames. In the 
midst of the fire was the soul of the deceased baron, who was expiating 
the sins of his past life, especially the sin of deceit, for which he 
had to endure great sufferings. The priest perceived the poor soul 
to be weeping bitterly and petitioning the faithful for aid to supply 
for the loss of the spiritual goods which he had forfeited on account 
of his human respect. Abundant tears flowed from the eyes of Father 
Cornelius as he described the sufferings of the departed baron, but 
it was made known that during the time the Adorable Sacrifice was 
being offered, the soul was free from pain. 














The Holy Host and the Holy Souls 





yy 


iy OLY Mass, the greatest act of homage man renders to 
iL God, is likewise the most efficacious means of relief 
and release for the holy souls in purgatory. After 
the Adorable Sacrifice, there are few means which 
assist the suffering souls so powerfully as prayer be- 
fore the Most Blessed Sacrament, particularly when 
exposed upon the altar. The Divine rays emanating 
from the Adorable Host bring joy to the Church 
Triumphant, grace to the Church Militant, and consolation to the 
Church Suffering. It is characteristic of souls with an ardent love for 
the Holy Eucharist to have also a tender compassion for the suffering 
souls. 

The Venerable Mother Mechtilde, foundress of convents of per- 
petual adoration in the seventeenth century, and a very miracle of a 
Eucharistic holocaust, combined with her love for the Divine Prisoner 
a practical charity for the prisoners in the purifying flames of purga- 
tory. Among the pious practices which Mother Mechtilde recommended 
“to her spiritual daughters, one especially showed her tender charity 
for the poor souls in purgatory. From the very foundation of the 
communities of perpetual adoration, it was Mother Mechtilde’s inten- 
tion that the holy souls should share in all their spiritual and corporal 
good works. To render this union permanent, she desired each mon- 
astery to consecrate one day of the week to the relief of the Church 
Suffering. Sunday was chosen for Paris, Monday for Toul, Tuesday 
for Rambervillers, Wednesday for Nancy, Thursday for Rouen, Friday 
for the second foundation in Paris, and Saturday for Caen; and new 
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foundations, with that of Warsaw, were to commence the week over 
again. 

God permitted the suffering souls to make known the great as- 
sistance which they received through the perpetual adoration, to which 
the daughters of Mother Mechtilde devoted themselves. In an especial 
way they showed their gratitude by warning of a danger. When the 
servant of God was founding a convent of perpetual adoration in 
Paris in 1659, the superior of the Benedictine community in which 
Mother Mechtilde had made her profession wrote to her: “I am over- 
joyed to know of the charity you are exercising in favor of. the 
souls in purgatory, and I cannot refrain from telling you about a 
dream I had a few days before the Feast of All Saints. I thought I 
saw a number of my acquaintances who had long been suffering in the 
purgatorial flames, and as I expressed my pity for them, they gave me 
to understand that they had received great relief from your house in 
Paris. They told me they were going in all haste to render you a 
service, because your new building was in danger and they were greatly 
interested in its welfare. In truth, these souls are full of the spirit 
of charity.” 

On receiving this letter, Mother Mechtilde warned the architect 
at once, and he discovered that one of the supporting walls had sunk. 
Having examined the foundations, he ascertained to his dismay that 
the building was in a most precarious condition and that very danger- 
ous work would have to be undertaken in order to repair it properly. 
Thanks to the holy souls, the enterprise succeeded without any harm 
to the workmen. 


Make Haste! 


The devout benefactress, Countess Chateauvieux, was raised up by 
Divine Providence to assist Mother Mechtilde financially, with her 
great fortune, in founding convents of perpetual adoration. Having 
received a petition from the city of Rouen, Mother Mechtilde was about 
to accept the invitation when Countess Chateauvieux, without giving 
any reason, emphatically and decisively refused to consent. As her 
material aid was needed, the plan was not realized during the remaining 
eleven years of the Countess’ life. 

Two years passed after the death of Countess Chateauvieux. 
Mother Mechtilde had had no revelation as to the state of her friend’s 
soul. With great simplicity she said to our Lord: “When others die 
You let me know soon about them, but of her— nothing!” Only 
three days had elapsed after the utterance of this loving complaint 
when she had a vision, described by her as follows: “I have seen my 
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countess! She appeared to me, her countenance serene, yet not quite 
satisfied. As this made me fear she was not in possession of the 
vision of God, I asked: ‘Beloved Countess, are you suffering? Or are 
you at rest?’ She answered me rather coldly: ‘I have not been com- 
missioned to reveal to you the secret judgments of God, but I have 
come. to tell you to hasten to do now what should have been done 
thirteen years ago. Make haste! Make haste!’ she repeated several 
times, and then disappeared.” Fearful of illusion, Mother Mechtilde 
waited for a further manifestation of God’s will. It came a short time 
later, when an ecclesiastic of Rouen informed her that a convent there 
was being vacated, and offered her the building for a convent of 
perpetual adoration. 

(Life M. Mechtilde, Sands & Co., Edinburgh, Scotland.) 


You Are Remembered by Not Fewer than Four Adorers 


The Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, 
and Mundelein, Illinois, devote their lives to the unceasing adoration 
of the Most Blessed Sacrament. Day and night, either the entire com- 
munity is assembled in choir or from two to four religious are kneel- 
ing before the Most Blessed Sarament exposed. Their first duty is to 
adore our Lord in the Most Blessed Sacrament, for He is God; to praise 
Him for His greatness and beauty, and to thank Him for His im- 
measurable gifts to mankind. They render atonement for the sins 
committed against God, and petition Him for graces. 

The suffering souls in purgatory have a special share in the suppli- 
cations of the Sisters. Their duty is to present the Holy Host to the 
Eternal Father, to appease His just wrath and to supply for all the 
negligences of the departed souls. Im the ages of faith it was cus- 
tomary for the wealthy and nobles to make considerable donations to 
monasteries, that their beloved departed might be remembered daily, 
even were it but by an ejaculation so short as “Eternal rest grant him, 
O Lord.” Those who are recommended to the perpetual adorers at 
Clyde and Mundelein are remembered not only once a day, nor seven 
times a day, but twenty-four times; that is, every hour. Yea, more, 
they are remembered forty-eight times a day, for both the communities 

Pol Clyde and Mundelein are pledged to this unceasing prayer 

The living also may share in these unbroken supplications. What 
a consolation! Wherever you may be, your cause is being pleaded 
before the Most Blessed Sacrament by not fewer than four religious 
in adoration. Whatever may be your difficulties, your needs, they are 
being recommended at that moment by four adorers. Whatever may 
be your anxieties, your troubles, at whatever time, be it dawn or noon, 
twilight or midnight, never for a moment are you fighting your battle 
alone; four adorers are representing you before the Most Blessed 
Sacrament exposed. Furthermore, all the Sisters, over two hundred in 
number, daily offer Holy Mass and Holy Communion, together with 
many other good works, for those recommended to their prayers. 
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Many families make it a practice to have the names of all their 
departed relatives and friends inscribed in the Association of Perpetual 
Adoration, in order that they may share in the numerous above-men- 
tioned spiritual privileges. All that is required is to have the name 
of the person entered in our register, and to give an alms of not less 
than one dollar for each, for the maintenance of the house of God. 
A certificate of membership is sent for each person, and a Jubilee 
Medal of St. Benedict is included for living members. 





Power of the “De Profundis’’ 


the departed. Its efficacy for the souls in purgatory has 
often been revealed to the saints, and its power in obtaining 
the assistance of the poor souls for the living has been 
frequently experienced, as the following incident will show. 
A Jesuit Father writes: “Some years ago, I accompanied a 
number of prominent members of our Society who had been 
summoned to Rome on business of importance. Our. way 
lay across the Apennines and we were numerous enough to fill a large 
coach. Knowing that the mountains were infested with bands of out- 
laws, we were careful to select an honest driver. Before setting out it 
was agreed that we should place ourselves under the protection of the 
Holy Souls by reciting a De profundis * every hour. At a given signal] 
the psalm was to be recited aloud. 

“Luigi, the driver, had been instructed, in case of danger, to tap 
the roof of our vehicle with three strokes of the heavy end of his whip. 
Just as the evening twilight began, having reached the summit of a 
lofty mountain, we were suddenly startled by three ominous knocks 
on the roof of our coach. Before we could ask any questions, Luigi 
had given the horses such blows as sent the animals at breakneck speed 
along the road, and nearly made them throw us out of the coach. On 
looking out we beheld, to our horror, about a dozen bandits on each 
side, holding deadly weapons as if ready and determined to attack us. 
But, strange to say, they all remained motionless as statues, with arms 
uplifted, until we had gone on so far as to leave them a mere speck 
on the horizon. 








*The De Profundis 
Psalm CXXIX, an official prayer of the Church for the departed 


Out of the depths I have cried unto Thee, O Lord: Lord, hear my voice. 
Let Thine ears be attentive: to the voice of my supplication. 
If Thou, O Lord, shalt mark our iniquities: O Lord, who can abide it! 
For with Thee there is mercy: and by reason of Thy law I have waited on Thee, O Lord. 
My soul hath waited on His word: my soul hath hoped in the Lord. 
From the morning watch even unto night: let Israel hope in the Lord. 
For with the Lord there is mercy: and with Him is plenteous redemption. 
And He shall redeem Israel: from all his iniquities. 
V. Eternal rest give to them, O Lord. 
R. And let perpetual light shine upon them. 

(Indulgence 100 days each time.) 
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“At last our driver halted. ‘A miracle!’ he cried. ‘May God and 
Our Lady be praised! I tell you, Fathers, it is a miracle that we are 
not dead men.’ 

“Indeed a very special protection of Divine Providence,’ replied 
the Superior of our party, ‘and we must all thank God from our whole 
hearts. We must all say a Mass in thanksgiving tomorrow.’ We 
heartily assented, and soon the danger with which we had been 
threatened receded from our memories.’’ 

“Holy Obedience afterwards stationed me,”’ continues the Father, 
“at the Gesu, our church and college in Rome. About two years later 
I was called upon to instruct a prisoner condemned to capital punish- 
ment. I visited him several times, and with great effort succeeded in 
inducing him to open his heart to me. He told me that his birth and 
parentage and the advantages of a liberal education should have 
brought him to a widely different destiny. He had loved adventure 
naturally, but had taken a wrong direction. To win him to God, I 
affected to be interested in the daring adventures which he related to 
me, and succeeded in impressing him with the sinfulness of his life 
and the necessity of repentance. I visited the prisoner often, and he 
was always glad to see me. One day, as he was speaking to me of 
the latest years of his life, he described to me in most graphic terms 
the very incident with which I began my story. He described to me 
the wonderful manner in which his hands and those of his comrades 
had been held by an invisible, irresistible power. He told me that 
they knew that the coach was full of Jesuit priests, and that they had 
been promised a great reward by the head of a secret anti-Catholic 
society if they succeeded in seizing our luggage, and how dismayed 
they were when they found themselves rendered motionless by an 
invisible power. I then told him that I had been a member of that 
party, and he at once fell on his knees and asked my pardon. 

“T prepared him for his dreadful end, and believe he died at peace 
with God. I asked his permission to relate his portion of the story 
and he willingly gave it, hoping to merit some benefit for his sin- 
burdened soul thereby. As for myself, I was and still am convinced, 
that our hourly De profundis during that memorable journey was re- 
warded by God by permitting the holy souls to come to our aid in 
the moment of danger, and that it was they who, with God’s permission, 
rendered the robbers immovable when they were about to attack us.” 





The Poor Souls Plead for Your Assistance 


Assist the Souls This booklet outlines the principal means of assist- 

in Purgatory ing the poor souls, and points out the advantages 

to oneself in praying for them. Also explains the 

Heroic Act of Charity. Unless you have something to guide you and 

spur you on, you are apt to relax in your dévotions for the poor souls 

or forget them entirely. One of these little brochures, carried in your 

purse or pocket and referred to at leisure moments, will keep your 
fervor from growing cold. 3 copies for 10¢ 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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“aij HE. Church, in the Office for the Dead, points out to us 
fe the great temporal and eternal gain which we merit by 
assisting the poor souls, when she prays in Psalm xl 
(v. 2, 3): “Blessed is he that understandeth concerning 
the needy and the poor: the Lord will deliver him in 
_ the evil day. The Lord preserve him and give him life, 
and make him blessed upon the earth: And deliver-him 
not up to the will of his enemies.” Yes, blessed are the compassionate ; 
happy are they who show mercy to the poorest of the poor, the souls 
in purgatory! To them applies the word of the Divine Savior: “Amen 
I say to you, he shall not lose his reward” (Matt. x. 42). And why 
should it be otherwise, for our Lord revealed to His servant, St. 
Gertrude, in one of her visions: “As often as you release a soul from 
purgatory, you accomplish a work as pleasing to Me as though you 
had ransomed Me from captivity.” 

There is not the slightest doubt that our charity for the poor 
souls obtains for us a manifold and rich reward in this life and in 
the life to come. The poor souls are indeed poor, poor beggars, upon 
whom we bestow benefits by means of our prayers and good works, 
and “He that hath mercy on the poor, lendeth to the Lord: and He 
will repay him” (Prov. xix. 17). “There is nothing that so abundantly 
draws down upon us the Divine goodness as charity” (St. Gregory 
Nazianzen). 

St. Bridget of Sweden heard the poor souls sending up to God 
their supplications: “By Thy boundless power, O Lord, reward our 
benefactors a hundredfold for all they have done for us, that we may 
the sooner attain to Thy beatific vision!” The sufferers in the place 
of purification cannot help themselves in any way, but they can pray, 
and they do pray effectively for us upon earth, and “the Lord will 
hear the prayers of the just” (Prov. xv. 29). With the grace of God, 
they can obtain help for us, help in temporal and spiritual needs, in 
return for the assistance we give to them. When we pray for them 
the psalm “Out of the depths I have cried to Thee, O Lord!” they 
do the same for us, and the Lord hears the voice of their supplica- 
tion, as countless evidences testify. 

St. Margaret Mary Alacoque was accustomed to call the sufferers 
in purgatory, whom she assisted in every possible way, “my friends 
in need,” and acknowledged that she owed many great graces from 
God to her heartfelt compassion for the suffering souls. What a mag- 
nificent reward a work of charity for the poor souls merits, we learn 











204 TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


from the life of St. Peter Damian. This saint lost both his parents 
in his earliest childhood and was taken to the home of his brothers, 
where he was treated with harshness and contempt. Once the poor 
boy found a piece of money. No one could tell him who had lost 
it, so Peter decided to give it to a priest to offer a Holy Mass for the 
poor souls. This work of charity soon brought him rich fruit. His 
second oldest brother took him into his home, treated him as his own 
child, and permitted him to study and become a priest. Often in his 
later life this great man of God said: “That single Holy Mass which 
I had said for the poor souls brought me the richest blessings.” 

The sufferers in purgatory implore for their benefactors many 
graces during life, but it is especially at the hour of death, that moment 
which decides a whole eternity, that they come to the assistance of 
their charitable friends. Yes, great is the gratitude of the poor souls! 
As many souls as we have assisted to a more speedy attainment of the 
painfully longed-for beatitude, just so many powerful intercessors for 
our needs and requirements of soul and body have we in heaven. 

What consolation shall be ours if, during our earthly life, we 
were merciful toward the poor souls! Once in purgatory we shall 
receive our reward; there He who said upon earth: “With the same 
measure that you shall mete withal, it shall be measured to you again” 
(Luke vi. 38), will allow us to participate in what we have once 
rendered to the poor souls: mercy! The fruits of the holy Sacrifice 
of the Mass, the prayers of the Church and pious works of the faithful 
will be literally applied to us; we shall not be forgotten nor forsaken 
in the pains of purgatory. 

O merciful Jesus, give us true compassion for those souls who 
are so much in need of our charity! With Thy grace, we make the 
firm resolution to reflect upon purgatory at least once a day. We 
shall be mindful of the poor souls, efficaciously coming to their aid 
through the holy Sacrifice of the Mass, the offering up of Holy Com- 
munion and the gaining of indulgences, through prayer, alms and 
warks of penance! And our Savior answers: “Never wilt thou regret 
that thou dost for the poor souls, ‘for thus thou storest up to thyself a 
good reward for the day of necessity’” (Tob. iv. 10). : 

You will be surprised, when you reach heaven, to be met by 
thousands and hundreds of thousands whom you have relieved from 
their misery, and aided to be admitted into the company of the saints 
much sooner than they would have been if left to themselves. What 
joyful alleluias will then be sung by them, and what expressions of 
gratitude they will utter with love for you! 
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Redemption by Merciful Love 


Concluded 





E WHO are commemorating the most glorious centen- 
ary of our Redemption are enjoying a unique privilege. 
The fact that this is the first time in the history of the 
world that a jubilee of our Divine Redemption has 
been proclaimed,: and that no one living now will 
ever celebrate another, should urge us to spend the 
time in sentiments of deepest faith and love, resulting 
in a reform of life and increase in piety. Let us do 

this in the name of those many generations that have preceded us in 

order of time, and who have reaped the fruit of the merciful love of 
our Savior without thinking of glorifying Him for it. Let us give 
thanks to the merciful love of our Redeemer for the marvels wrought 
in our behalf and for the manifestation of the supreme riches of His 
grace. In our own persons, let us voice the feeling of the whole 
human race, expressing in the name of all men, of all times, of all 
nations, the gratitude of ransomed creatures, mingling the exultant “Te 

Deum” of earth with the jubilant choirs of the elect in heaven. 

This gratitude must not stop at mere words and feelings. Grati- 
tude must be proved by deed and by the carrying out of the Heavenly 
Father’s wishes, as expressed by His Son Jesus Christ and His repre- 
sentative on earth. Merciful love is meant to produce the precious 
fruit of charity. Those who wish to do the most for the glory of 
Merciful Love must try to permeate their whole lives and activities 
with the fragrance of charity, doing all in their power to promote 
peace and harmony. Union of hearts in charity is so paramount a 
good that it sums up in itself all that is best and highest in prayer, 
all that is most fruitful in preaching. Charity constitutes the most 
perfect response to our Lord’s appeal, and it gives the greatest glory 
to His merciful Heart. 

Our Lord offers each one of us the favor and the privilege of 
giving proofs of our love and fidelity to Him. He will ask each one 
of us what we have done to promote His honor during this glorious 
year, and He will reward us according to the measure of His Divine 
generosity. Throughout all eternity our Savior will reward the efforts 
made to further His interests during this Jubilee Year of Redemption. 

Some means by which we may glorify Him are: — 

1. To assist with intelligent devotion at the adorable Sacrifice of 

the Mass; that Sacrifice in which He renews the Oblation of 
Calvary; 
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2. To receive frequently in Holy Communion the living and life- 
giving Flesh of Jesus, and thank Him for the great works of 
Redemption: the Incarnation, His bitter Passion and Death, 
and the institution of the Most Blessed Sacrament; 

3. To do all in our power to have the image of the Crucified 
honored; 

4. To honor the Blessed Virgin Mary, especially under the title 
of her sorrows, and compassionate her sufferings at the foot 
of the Cross; 

5. Pray for all who die during this Jubilee, that they may be 
worthy of participating in the fruits of Redemption; 

6. Offer thanks to Jesus, Merciful Love, for His resurrection, 
through which He gave a most certain pledge and guarantee 
of our own; 

7. Render gratitude for the incomparable grace of living during 
the special time of Jubilee, as an undeserved gift of merciful 
love. 

In the depths of our gratitude we should verily cry out: “What 
shall I render to Thee, O Lord, for all Thou hast rendered to me? 
I will take the Chalice of salvation and call upon Thy name; I will 
sing forever the praise and glory of Thy merciful love!” Yes, let 
us resolve to spend holily the last few months of this priceless time 
of grace, the Jubilee Year. Let us resolve to celebrate fittingly the 
nineteenth centenary of our Divine Redemption. 

O Merciful Love, draw our souls unto Thee! When I look at 
Thee upon Thy blood-stained Cross and hear Thee say: “Father for- 
give them...” or “All is consummated,” I begin to realize something 
of the terrible malice of sin. I begin to realize the appalling exactions 
of Divine Justice, and the prodigious generosity of Thy merciful love. 
I see that Thy love for us has been the greatest of all loves, and that 
Thou hast proved it by dying for us. “Greater love than this no 
man hath, that a man lay down his life for his friends” (John xv. 13). 
Thou hast given me proof of Divine friendship and Thou askest in 
return for my poor friendship. The test of my friendship with Thee 
will be the keeping of Thy commandments — those commandments 
promulgated nineteen centuries ago, and which flow from Thy merci- 
ful love as tidal waters flow from the ocean. 

Great has been the love with which we have been loved. Im- 
measurable has been the cost by which we have been redeemed! Glory, 
love, honor, praise and eternal thanksgiving be given to Merciful Love, 
who has redeemed us from sin and hell and opened to us the gates 
of heaven. 























Know and Explain Your Catholic. Faith 


By Dr. Thomas E. Purcell, K.S.G. 





The Rock of Peter 


O MUCH has been written about the Papacy that it 

would seem useless for a mere layman to attempt 
even to outline anything interesting. I shall treat 
the subject from an angle that might interest some- 
one who, like myself, has often wondered about the 
things our separated brethren have been led to be-: 
lieve by historians. Their idea of the Papacy has 
been distorted by ignorance or prejudice, as demon- 
strated by their cry of Papal supremacy, or, as the 
more ignorant put it, by fear of the Pope’s coming 
to this suites to rule. 

So in approaching the subject in question, it is well to go back 
into history and see when and where the Papacy originated and what 
the ancient world thought of this institution. In the King James Bible, 
commonly known as the Protestant Bible, in the 15th chapter of St. 

Institution of Rantinew,; beginning with the 13th verse, we read: — 
the Papacy When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Phillipi, 
He asked His disciples, saying: Whom do men say 

that I, the Son of man, am? And they said: Some say Thou art John 
the Baptist; some, Elias, and others, Jeremias or one of the prophets. 
He saith to them: But whom say ye that I am? - And Simon Peter 
answered and said: Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God. 
And Jesus answered and said unto him: Blessed art thou, Simon, Bar- 
Jona, for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but My Father 
who is in heaven. And I say also unto thee that thou art Peter:and: 
upon this rock I will build My Church, and the gates of hell shall not 
prevail against it. And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom, 
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of heaven; and whatsoever thou shalt bind upon earth shall be bound 

in heaven, and whatsoever thou shalt loose upon earth shall be loosed 

in heaven” (13-19).* 

I have purposely used the King James Bible in the above quo- 
tation, and wonder how any student of Scripture can explain this’ 
passage and deny the institution of the Papacy. Peter (the Rock) 
was then and there singled out as the rock upon which Christ would’ 
build: His Church. When the momentous. question was asked the 
apostles: ‘sBut whom say ye that I am?” — time and eternity stood’ 
still to listen to the answer, for at that moment was given to man the, 
tremendous power of the “‘keys’’— to bind and to loose; the promise 
of Christ to be with His Church to the end of«time, — that the gates; 
of hell should not prevail against it. From that moment the Papacy, 
came into existence, and the gates of. hell have striven through me 
centuries, but have not and will not prevail. 

’ The selection of a Pope has long been held up:as an example of 
the political ability of a designing clergy. Here again prejudice clouds 
the minds of our separated brethren. Just a little reflection will show 
how far from the facts is their view. From the beginning the Catholic 
Church was democratic in .the broadest sense. The bishops were 
elected by the members of the Church, they, became electors. This 
continued until mob violence and venal politicians made so great a 
scandal in episcopal elections that it became necessary to place the 
power of selecting bishops in the hands of the clergy, who alone were 
to exercise the right of election. But for-centuries the old system 
prevailed. The Roman Bishop was not only the apostolic successor 
of St. Peter, but the chosen man of the Roman people, their wisest 
and most holy man. Subject civilly to the Emperor, he was yet a 
spiritual sovereign before whom the Emperor bowed the knee. 

When we examine a segment of the progress of the Church during 
these long past centuries, we must be impressed with the fact that 
Divine protection was with the Church at all times. What do others 

Protestant see in the me examination? Draper, the Protestant 
Viewpoints historian, sees “‘the cunning machinations of a perfectly 

organized priesthood, selfish, corrupt, superstitious.”” By 
no other means can he account for the survival of the Roman Church. 
It does not occur to him to examine history to see if in all the ages 
such a thing had happened before. His mind was completely closed 
by prejudice. 

«  McCauly, the English historian, sees something he cannot under- 
stand which compels his reluctant admiration. He accounts for it on 
the theory that the polity of the Church of Rome is “‘the very master- 
piece of human wisdom.’”’ He speaks of forty generations of statesmen 
whose experience gave perfection to that polity. Did it-ever occur to 
these historians to ask themselves: What made Popes statesmen? 
Many of the Popes were modest religious enthusiasts, mortifying their 
flesh with haircloth shirts. Many of them were the children of.” 
peasants, who were graduated through the priesthood up to the. 


~~~ *For Catholic rendition see Douay Version of the Latin Vulgate; 
Matt. xvi. 13-19. 
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Primacy. We of today, who know the uncertainty of organizations 
of human beings, who can read of the rise and fall of governments, 
empires and republics, marvel that these historians should impute to 
what they call a human organization, the greatness they admit down 
through the centuries. 

Would it not seem that in their critical study they would think 
for a moment, as good Protestants should, of the 15th chapter of the 
Gospel of St. Matthew: “Upon this rock I will build My Church, and 
the gates of hell shall not prevail against it’’? 


Unbroken Succession 


If there is a standing miracle in our mutable world, it is the 
unbroken, uninterrupted succession of the Popes of the Catholic Church 
since the appointment of St. Peter as the Vicar of Christ. 

(Names in bold type are those of antipopes or of doubtful popes. The question 


marks indicate that there is some doubt as to the exact dates — because 
of their antiquity — of the reign of these Popes.) 






















FR RGA, . sadcnipssqnenenincnnttend d. 67(%) 87. D I, 866-84 
2. St. Linus, -.. .. 67-79 ( #) 88. St. Siricius, ...................:25 384-98 
8. St. Anacletus, .. .. 79-90( 1) 89. St. Anastasius I, .............. 898-401. 
4. St. Clement I, ... .- 90-99( 1) 40. St. I t I, 402-17 
5. St. Evaristus, .................... 99-107( 1) 41. St. Zosimus, ...................... 417-18 
6. St. Alexander I, ~............... 107-16( 1) 42. St. Boniface I, .................. 418-22 
7. Oe Mintes. fn ..ccae 116-25( 1) 43. &t: Celestine I, ....-.0.4.:k; 422-32 
8. St. Telesphorus, ................ 125-36(?) 44. St. Sixtus III, . .... 482-40: 
@. BG Tipe, |. panerccctcestsieinnt 1386-40( ?) GB. Baa Ey cecreesectecinscinbstits 440-61 
ee | ee 140-54( 1) 06. Bt. -TiMartOs, sss. hihi 461-68 
11. St. Anicetus, .. 154-65 (1) 47. St. Simplicius, ..... ... 468-83 
18. BA.) Bete, . siicin ech ne 165-74 48. St. Felix II (III), .......... 483-92 
13. St. Eleutherius, ................ 174-89 49. St. Gelasius I, .................. 492-96 
RG i OWI, ss 189-98 50. St. Anastasius IT, -........... 496-98 






15. St. Zephyrinus, ................ 198-217 51. St. Symmachus, ................ 498-514 
16. St. Callistus I, ................ 217-22 52. St. Hormisdas, ................ 514-23 
17. St. Urban I, ....... .. 222-30 58. St. John I, ............. .... 528-26 
18. St. Pontian, .... .. 280-85 54. St. Felix III (IV), .......... 526-30 
19. St. Anterus, .. 285-36 55. Boniface II, ....................2: 530-82 
20. St. Fabian, .. .. 236-50 56. John II, 5338-385 

















21. St. Cornelius, .. 251-53 57. St. Agapetus I, ................ 535-86 
Novatian, ........... .. 251-58( 1) 58. St. Silverius, .................... 536-38( 1) 
22. St. Lucius I, ........... .. 253-54 59. Vigilius, 538(%)-55 
23. St. Stephen I, ......... .. 254-57 60. | RODRIG: Ty -aicccccnccrercntnocis 556-61 
24. St. Sixtus II, ..... a---e 257-58 61. John III, ..... .-.. 561-74 
25. St. Dionysius, .... 259-68 62. Benedict I, -.. .... 575-79 
ee yes oo ae | ere out es 579-90 
27. St. Eutychian, 64. St. Gregory I, ................ 590-604 
28. St. ‘Caius, ............ 7 65. Sabinianus, ........................ 604-06 
29. St. Marcellinus, . 66. Bonif III, 607 
30. St. Marcellus I, ................ 308-09 67. St. Boniface IV, ............. 608-15 
81. St. Eusebius, .................... 809 (310) 68. St. Deusdedit, -................. 615-18 
82. St. Melchiades, ................ 811-14 69. Boniface V, a 








83. St. Sylvester I, - .. 814-35 70. Honorius I, . 








34. St. Marcus, ...... .. 336 71. Severinus, 

35. St. Julius I, -- 887-52 12. JOHN. TV, ..2........22....0-c0ens--e 640-42 

86. St. Liberius, .. 852-66 73. Theodore I, ..... «=. 642-49 
+, RASS tse 855-65 74. Bt. Martin 1, .cccccccoscecinccss 649-55 


*The list of Popes here given is taken from the Catholic Encyclopedia, considered. 
to be the most reliable of the various lists compiled. 
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. St. Eugene I, .............-.0cc0- 654-57 
» BE. VWICRTIRR, cxncccccssianssscsessnee 657-72 
. Adeodatus, .... 672-76 
. Donus, .....-. ... 676-78 
. St. Agatho, . .... 678-81 
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. Sisinnius, ... 708 
. Constantine, ............... ---- 708-15 
. St. Gregory II, --............. 715-31 
. St. Gregory ITI, -.. .--- 731-41 
St. Zacharias, .................... 741-52 
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92. Stephen II (III), .....-...... 752-57 
ee ee ave 757-67 
Constantine, ............... nesses 157-68 
94. Stephen III (IV), -~.......... 768-72 
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Ce ee) ae------. 795-816 
97. Stephen IV (V), -.-- . 816-17 
98. St. Paschal I, ....... . 817-24 
99. Eugene II, ....... . 824-27 
100. Valentine, .. aocee 827 
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102. Sergius II, .... .. 844-47 
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104. Benedict III, ecesereseeee 855°58 
Anastasius, ........................ 855 
105. St. Nicholas I, 858-67 
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107. John VIII, .... 872-82 
108. Marinus I, ....- 882-84 
109. Adrian III, ........... ..-. 884-85 
110. Stephen V (VI), ----- 885-91 
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112. Boniface VI, .................... 896 
113. Stephen VI (VII), .......... 896-97 
114. R us, 897 
115. Theodore II, ........-....--.---. 897 
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118. Leo V, 
119. Christopher, .... ‘ 
4120. Sergius ITI, ...................... 
121. Anastasius III, 911-13 
122. 
123. 
124. 
125. 
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pt RS yp Spear Meet 936-39 
128. Stephen VIII (IX), -....... 939-42 
129. Marinus II, .... acevennee 942-46 
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181. John: XII, ...........-----.--.-.--- 955-64 
pS Dg) aa 968-65 
133. Benedict “V, ~..........-----.----- 964 



















































SO; Daten TERI, enitciccwnitntinns 
135. Benedict VI, KY 
Boniface VII, ... 
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138. Boniface VII, 
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141. Sylvester II, .. 
142. John XVII, 
143. John XVIII, 
144. Sergius IV, ....... 
145. Benedict VIII, 
146. John XIX, ..... 
147. Benedict IX, . 
Silvester III, . 
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Benedict IX, .................... 
150. D II, 
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152. Victor II, ............. .. 1055-57 
153. Stephen IX (X), - .. 1057-58 
154. Benedict X, ~..................... 1058-59 
155. Nicholas II, 1059-61 
156. Al der II, 1061-73 
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157. St. Gregory VII, .............. 1073-1085 
Clement III, ... 1084-1100 
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160. Paschal II, .. 1099-1118 
1105-11 
161. 1118-1119 
1118-21 
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164. 1130-1143 
1130-38 
1138 
165. Celestine II, .-.- 1143-1144 
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168. Anastasius IV, .-.. 1153-54 
169. Adrian IV, ....... .... 1154-59 
170. Alexander III, . ---- 1159-81 
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Innocent III, ... 117980 
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To be concluded. 
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Hope! 

















“ 


nh. 3 () ),S THERE anything more painful than to see a beloved 
WO 


NSS friend, brother, or even perhaps a parent, die with- 
Me’ out the last Sacraments, unprepared and apparently 
unrepentant? What bitterness, what terrible anguish 
of mind, what a wound for the poor heart! The 
dearly beloved thus lost to us forever! Never shall 
we see him again; all during eternity no call will 
ever reach him,.no answer will ever come, or rather 
from that terrible abyss moans and cries of despair 
will be heard. O God! what unutterable sufferings. 
In the light of faith nothing could be more bitter! He, whom I so 
justly loved, whose salvation was as dear to me as my own, has been 
suddenly seized by death; he had not frequented the Sacraments and 
assuredly was not in a state of grace! Behold now all is over forever. 
Nothing remains but to weep eternally, and it almost seems as if heaven 
itself will not be able to make good his loss to me, for how taste of 
its sweetness, remembering him who suffers eternally and for whom 
I would have given my life’s blood? 

These forebodings are, alas! only too much to be feared! But 
let us take care not to exaggerate them. God’s mercy, like His great- 
ness, is an unfathomable abyss. We do not know and we have no 
right to say that such a person is damned, no matter how he died. 
His feet, it is true, were on the road to perdition and he exposed himself 
to the terrible sentence, but still the mysteries of the last moment 
and especially those of Divine goodness, are hidden from us. An 
illustrious bishop once said, “Between the last sigh of the dying person 
and eternity there is an abyss of mercy; especially if some pious 
persons have been praying for him. God knows what is for the best 
and in His own good time may grant the prayers which we thought 
unheard. What was wanting to this agonizing person? A ray of 
light, with the last beatings of the heart, and this instantly produces 
a feeling of love and sorrow. That suffices! Hell is closed and 
purgatory opened. Jesus, casting a glance on the soul about to leave 
the body says, “Which dost thou prefer, the devil or Me?’ Raising 
its eyes to Him, the soul answers, “Thee, O Lord, Thee!’ and mercy 
triumphs.” 

In the Rabbinical book we read these beautiful words attributed 
to God: “Open the doors of repentance as wide only as the eye of 
a needle, and I will open the doors of mercy so wide, that you could 
enter on a chariot with four horses.”” Who knows but that God has 
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allowed you to survive the deceased on purpose to intercede for him? 
So wonderful and so unfathomable are the designs of Providence! 
For all eternity we shall adore them. Let us repeat those consoling 
words of St. Chrysostom, so well calculated to soothe the bitterness 
of our torments: “Imagine a spark falling into the sea. Can it exist! 
Can it be seen? Such is your wickedness compared with the goodness 
and mercy of God. But even this comparison fails to convey an 
adequate idea of the Godhead, for the sea, vast as it is, has its limits, 
whereas the mercy and goodness of God are boundless.” 

This consideration, however, should not encourage the sinner to 
put off his conversion and repentance, under pretence that God will 
pardon him at the last moment; for does not our Lord say, “Watch 
and pray” (Mark xiii. 33), for “the day of the Lord shall so come, 
as a thief in the night” (1 Thess. v. 2), and that judgment will depend 
upon the light and grace we have received? But the deceased, for 
whom we are justly alarmed, had he all the spiritual advantages which 
we enjoy? Will not God take into account his ignorance, the bad 
example, the impetuosity of a passionate nature, want of intelligence 
and judgment, the corrupt surroundings in which his lot was cast? 
Who knows but that your future prayers known to God have had 
some influence on the Divine mercy? 


A Striking Example of God’s Mercy 


A striking example of the infinite mercy of God at the last hour 
is recorded in the life of Father Augustine of the Most Blessed Sacra- 
ment, the eminent Jewish convert, Herman Cohen. After his own 
conversion to the Catholic Faith, he longed for his mother to be re- 
ceived within the fold. Full of grateful devotion toward the Most 
Blessed Sacrament, it is said he was accustomed to pass several hours 
daily prostrate before the Tabernacle in adoration, imploring with 
great fervor the conversion of his mother, whom he ardently loved. 
To obtain this grace, prayers, fastings, multiplied good works, all 

«seemed sweet to his soul. Notwithstanding all his suffrages, his mother 
remained apparently obdurate, and died in the errors of Judaism. 
Father Augustine once made known to the saintly Cure of Ars his bitter 
grief over the death of his mother and her refusal to embrace Catholi- 
cism. St. John Vianney consoled him by these prophetic words: 
“Continue to hope! At some future time, on the feast of the Immacu- 
late Conception, you will receive a letter which will give you great 
consolation.” And, in truth; six years later, on the feast named, 
Father Augustine received from a Jesuit father, a letter from one of 
his penitents, a nun, which recorded the following comforting reve- 
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lation concerning the last hours of Father Augustine Cohen’s mother :— 

“In the twinkling of an eye, as the mother of Father Augustine 
was at the point of death, Mary, the Heavenly Mother, prostrated 
herself at the feet of her Divine Son and prayed: ‘O my Son! Grace, 
mercy for this soul, which is about to depart from life. A moment, 
and she will be lost for all eternity. I beseech Thee to do for the 
mother of my faithful servant, Augustine, what Thou wouldst wish 
him to do for Thy mother if Thou wert in his place and he in Thine. 
The soul of his beloved mother is infinitely dear to him; thousands 
of times has he implored my maternal tenderness and solicitude for 
her. Could I allow her to go to perdition? No, she belongs to me. 
I desire her as my inheritance, as the price of Thy Blood and my 
sorrows at the foot of the Cross.’ 

“No sooner had Mary ended her supplication than a powerful 
grace emanated from the Sacred Heart of Jesus, which enlightened 
the soul of the poor woman and conquered her obstinacy. The soul 
was at the same time moved with a loving confidence in our Savior, 
whose mercy followed her into the arms of death, and she spoke: 
‘O Jesus, God. of the Christians, God whom my son adores, I believe 
in Thee, I hope in Thee; oh, have mercy on me!’ In this cry was 
contained contrition for obduracy and her desire for Baptism, besides 
the firm will to live according to the prescriptions of the Catholic 
religion, should she be restored to health. Faith and hope were the 
last sentiments of this soul, and scarcely had she given expression to 
these words when she hastened to Him who had been her Savior 
before He had become her Judge. After the Savior had shown me 
all this,” the nun’s letter concluded, “He added: ‘Let My son Augus- 
tine know about it. It is a consolation which I grant to his continued 
suffrages, so that he may bless the goodness of the heart of My 
Mother and proclaim her power over My Heart!’” 

Thus did the prayers and fervor of Augustine obtain the salvation 
of his mother and many of the members of his family. This proves 
what a great blessing it is for any family to have among its members 
a devout religious who obtains countless graces for his loved ones 
from God. But also it proves the unutterable goodness, the infinite 
mercy of God, particularly at the last hour! 

Let us pray much, let us pray often, let us pray always for our 
dear departed. Men are more thoughtless than malicious, more blind 
than wicked. At each one’s death, at the tribunal of God, the Savior 
of men will say, “Forgive them, Father, for they know not what 
they do.” 

Christians, placed under the law of hope no less than that of 
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faith and love, the thought of the infinite goodness of the Savior 
should raise you up amidst your pains. While life lasts, no barrier 
stands between the soul and grace. Let us then never cease to hope 
and address humble and persevering prayers to the Lord, for we know 
not when they will be granted. Great saints and learned doctors have 
written most consoling things on the powerful efficacy of prayer for 
those cherished souls, whatever may have been their end. One day 
we shall know the ineffable wonders of Divine mercy. Now, let us 
never fail to adore it and implore it with confidence! 





Magnificent Development of a Eucharistic 
Apostolate 





congresses in honor of the Most Holy Eucharist, so 
effective their results in causing our Lord in the Most 
Blessed Sacrament to be better known and more fer- 
vently loved, so convincing a proof of Catholic belief 
in the Real Presence are these demonstrations of faith, 
that one wonders why it was only in 1881 that the first 
International Eucharistic Congress was held! Linked 
with the origin of these magnificent Eucharistic manifestations are not 
principally the names of bishops and priests, but the names of a man 
and woman living in the world, Philibert Vrau and Mlle. Marie Martha 
Emilie Tamisier. Not without special designs on the part of God was 
the selection of these two devout persons for the founders of Eucha- 
ristic works. It was an example to the laity that they might under- 
stand that they, too, have the obligation of being apostles. How eagerly 
Holy Church recommends the lay-apostolate is shown in the approval 
given to the three great works that owe their inception to laymen 
and lay women —the Society for the Propagation of the Faith, in- 
‘augurated in 1822 by Pauline Jaricot; the Society of St. Vincent de 
Paul, founded in 1833 by Frederick Ozanam; and finally the Eucha- 
ristic Congresses which Mlle. Tamisier suggested and which the prac- 
tical Philibert Vrau made possible by financing. These are all splendid 
examples of Catholic action, to which our present Holy Father is 
urging the laity of our times. 


Marie Martha Emilie Tamisier 
Of special interest is the study of the origin and development 
of Eucharistic Congresses at this time, since November 1, 1934 marks 
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the one-hundredth anniversary of the birth of Mlle. Tamisier. Co- 
inciding as it does with the glorious triumphs of the thirty-second 
International Eucharistic Congress in South America, which was held 
in October, our minds are gratefully directed to the humble instrument 
used by God to propagate a work which has been the efficacious means 
of strengthening faith in the Adorable Eucharist, enkindling love for 
this Divine Sacrament, and attracting the attention of countless of 
our separated brethren to this Central Mystery of the Catholic Faith. 

We can claim that Marie Tamisier’s mission began when in early 
childhood, her pious mother taught her to love the Most Blessed 
Sacrament. She loved far beyond her years, for her veneration took 
the form of atonement, and her First Holy Communion was a Com- 
munion of reparation. During her school days with the Madames 
of the Sacred Heart at Marmoutier, she was singularly devoted to the 
Most Blessed Sacrament. She rejoiced in the privilege of decorating 
the altar, especially the Repository for Holy Thursday. Not infre- 
quently she would slip within the petals of the rose bouquets a petition 
such as this: “O Jesus, may Thy Eucharistic life be my life! May 
Thy sufferings in the Sacred Host be my sufferings. And may I die 
after having loved Thee with all my heart!” 

Though deeply pious, Marie felt not the call to the religious life. 
Divine Providence had a mission for her in the midst of the world. 
The first step toward the accomplishment of this was her meeting with 
Blessed Peter Julian Eymard. For four years she lived under his- 
direction, probably from 1863 to 1868. It was a grace from God to 
be under his instruction, and her love for the Eucharist increased as 
she listened to his burning words and beheld his seraphic devotion 
at the altar. “You belong to the Blessed Sacrament in life and death,” 
he told her. Father Eymard died August 1, 1868, and Mlle. Tamisier 
went to Ars to live near the tomb of the saintly Cure. She felt con- 
vinced that God wished her to work for the Holy Eucharist, but not 
in a religious community. The whole nation, yes, the whole world, 
at the foot of the altar, before the Most Blessed Sacrament, this was 
Mlle. Tamisier’s insatiable longing. Imposing pilgrimages were of 
frequent occurrence to Our Lady’s famous shrines, why not to scenes 
of Eucharistic miracles? Among those who were enthusiastic about 
her idea were Father Chevrier of Lyons, the Jesuit Bishop Richard of 
Belley, Leon Dupont, “the holy man of Tours,” and Msgr. de la Bouil- 
lerie. But fired with a holier zeal than all was the true Eucharistic 
lover Monsignor de Segur. The spiritual sons of Blessed Eymard also 
zealously, promoted the movement. “By all means, let us have pil- 
grimages to the Blessed Sacrament, to the living Jesus,” they said. 
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“Let us go to God! He alone can save us!” A national Eucharistic 
pilgrimage to Avignon, July 10, 1876, when a triumphant Eucharistic 
procession was held, proved a miniature Congress. Other assemblies 
with thousands of participants followed. 

But it was only in November, 1876 that the idea of an Interna- 
tional Eucharistic Congress was publicly sponsored. In 1878 a large 
national Congress was held at Faverney. Mlle. Tamisier had worked 
so strenuously toward its success that she was ill at the time of the 
Congress and was forbidden by the physician to attend. She went 
anyway, and was completely cured. 

At this juncture it is interesting to learn the important part taken 
by a prelate of the United States in securing the approbation of the 
Sovereign Pontiff of the Eucharistic Congress movement. Providential- 
ly, Mile. Tamisier met Bishop Dubuis* of Galveston, Texas, home in 
France on a visit. He said to her: “I believe, as you, in the social salva- 
tion of the world through the Eucharist. I am about to leave for Rome. 
Prepare a memorandum for the Holy Father, asking at the same time 
his blessing upon the Eucharistic works so near your heart. I will 
present it to Leo XIII.” When Leo XIII read the petition, he said 
to Bishop Dubuis: You cannot give me greater pleasure than to speak 
to me about Eucharistic works. I will grant everything for Eucha- 
ristic works!” 

. Anti-clericalism prevented a Eucharistic Congress being held in 
- Paris. Lille was suggested. Philibert Vrau + was approached. “If 
you want to hold your Congress at: Lille; we are heart and soul at 
your disposal for this grand idea,” was his immediate reply. History 
was made when the first International Eucharistic Congress took place 
at Lille, June 27-30, 1881. Thirteen different nations were rep- 
resented by the delegates. Mlle. Tamisier returned home rejoicing. 
By the time of her death on June 20, 1910, twenty International Eucha- 
ristic Congresses had been held, each on a larger scale than the pre- 
ceding. “You have lived for Jesu Hostia— die for Him!” said the 
‘priest attending her deathbed. “Oh, most willingly!” she exclaimed 
as she breathed her last. And as she continues her mission in heaven 





*Rt. Rev. C. M. Dubuis, D.D., consecrated Bishop of Galveston, 
Texas, November 23, 1862; resigned 1881; remained Titular Bishop of 
Galveston till 1892, when he was promoted to an Archbishopric. Died 
May 21, 1895 at Vernaison, France. 

tThe cause of beatification of Philibert Vrau and His brother Leon, 
both owners of a large textile firm in Lille in the latter part of the 
last century, is about to be introduced in the Church — another strik- 
ing proof that in the Catholic Church sanctity is found in every walk 
of life. 
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before Jesus in His unveiled beauty, doubtless she longs to herald to 
the world the stirring words of Father Eymard, that “firebrand of 
love:” “The Eucharist is not intended exclusively for one’s personal 
piety. It is intended to give life to society, life to the whole world... 
Let us group souls around the Eucharist... Our Lord must come out 
from His tabernacles and from His churches... Fear not to say it 
boldly: One of the needs of the times is Exposition of the Blessed 
Sacrament. What we need today is this solemn public profession 
of our faith in our Lord’s divinity and in the truth of His Sacra- 
mental Presence on earth. This refutation of heresy may not be the 
most learned but it certainly is the most popular and the most im- 
pressive. The Blessed Sacrament must cover the world...” 





Saved by Her Faithful Maid 





HAVE only one objection to Ann — she is too pious! 
I can’t have her running to church so often and 
spending so much time at prayer. What will people 
think of our having such a devotee for a maid! Why, 
it’s almost ridiculous for a pretty young girl like her 
to be so indifferent about dress and amusements and 
to spend all her free time in church!’”’ — “Ach, let 
the girl alone, Laura. What difference does it make 
to us how she spends her free time, as long as she 
attends to her duties?’’ Mr. Reinhard was settled 
in his favorite easy chair, his feet stretched out before 
him in luxurious comfort, while he puffed lazily at his cigar, watching 
the rings of smoke curl above his head and thin into vapor. He was 
not for meddling in his wife’s affairs, except when there was no escaping 
them, as on the present occasion. To him, life held no greater charm 
than to spend a quiet afternoon at the Club with a few intimate 
friends, enjoying his pipe or his stein as they discussed politics or 
played “sixty-six.” 

Mrs. Reinhard, on the contrary, greatly enjoyed social activity, 
and was never more content than when acting as hostess to one of 
the many fashionable clubs of which she was a member, or attending 
@ matinee at the Palestrina with a group of friends, displaying her 
jewels and finery. 

“True, Ann does fulfill her duties more conscientiously than any 
maid we have ever had,” continued Mrs. Reinhard, “but her conduct 
annoys me. Why, she even has the boldness to hint now and then 
that I ought to be more religious. I have tried my best to discourage 
her piety, but my remarks seem to have no effect on her. She 
‘defends her views quietly but firmly, and continues to go to church 
just as often as before. I can’t see what is there to have such a 
strong fascination for her.” 

“Well, if you are not satisfied, why don’t you dismiss her?” 
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counseled the peace-loving husband. “Surely you would have no 
trouble getting another in her place.” 

“No, I don’t want to do that either. .. It isn’t that I dislike her... 
In fact, I feel strangely attracted to her. But I do object to her 
strained views on religion.” 

The Reinhards were a middle-aged couple in comfortable circum- 
stances, living in the fashionable section of Vienna. No children had 
blessed their union, and it was perhaps on this account that a cer- 
tain gloominess hung about the large old mansion, with its spa- 
cious lawn and giant shade trees. Perhaps it was on this account, 
too, that Ann Wallner, young, pretty and vivacious, had won the 
hearts of her master and mistress almost immediately upon entering 
their service, and had kept her hold on their affections in spite of her 
deep-rooted piety, to which Mrs. Reinhard so strongly objected. 


A Lover of Love’s Mystery 


One afternoon in spring, a few months after Ann had entered 
her employ, Mrs. Reinhard was entertaining her card club at tea. 
The conversation had grown animated during the course of the lunch- 
eon, and the subject of “‘maids’’ was under discussion. 

“By the way, Laura,” remarked Mrs. Biller, with a nod toward 
the retreating figure of Ann, who was just disappearing in the kitchen 
doorway, “‘that new girl of yours seems to be somewhat of a devotee. 
My Jane tells me she is everlastingly running to church...I should 
think you would prefer someone who dressed a2 little more fashionably 
and took an interest in popular amusements! I had a girl once who 
was like that — always going to church — and you may be sure I was 
not long in dismissing her when I learned that she belonged to the 
‘Third Order’ and went to confession every two weeks. To me that is 
positively disgusting.” 

“I don’t know whether Ann belongs to any religious societies or 
not,” answered Mrs. Reinhard. “Likely she does. But she is honest 
to the letter and so conscientious about her work that I haven’t the 
heart to dismiss her.” 

“Hm! Just you wait till the girl gets a little better acquainted 
and you'll find her trying to impose her opinions upon you. The maid 
I was telling you about asked me once when she was doing my hair 
whether I knew Father so-and-so. I presume she wanted to recommend 
‘thim to me as a confessor, but I cut her short.” 

“True, Ann did remind me about a week ago that all Catholics 
are bound to receive the sacraments during the Easter time, but ought 
to do so oftener.” 

“There you are!” interrupted Mrs. Biller. ‘“‘Didn’t I tell you so? 
I know how these devotees try to impose their views upon one!” 

Meanwhile, Ann, busy in tidying up the kitchen, was happily un- 
aware that she was being discussed by the matrons in the drawing 
room. After she had finished her work, she drew up a chair beside 
the fireplace and was soon deeply absorbed in a book. It was thus she 
usually spent the afternoons on which her mistress entertained, remain- 
ing close at hand in case she should be wanted. Sometimes, too, she 
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employed her dexterous fingers at needle work, or wrote to her widowed 
mother and sent her her monthly earnings. Ann was an only child 
and had lost her father when still very young. Mrs. Wallner was now 
growing old and feeble, and her income from her rents was scarcely 
sufficient to support herself and her daughter. For this reason it was 
necessary for Ann to go to work as soon as she had finished the grades. 
Gifted with a brilliant mind and passionately fond of studies, it was 
a sacrifice which the young girl felt keenly, but she brought it so 
cheerfully and nobly that no one suspected what it cost her. She was 
now eighteen years old, and her cheerful, innocent girlishness was 
developing into lovely young womanhood. 

After her guests had departed, Mrs. Reinhard went to the kitchen, 
and casting a glance at the book in Ann’s lap, asked what she was 
reading. “A beautiful treatise on the Holy Eucharist,’’ was the un- 
expected reply. 

“What! I should think a young girl like you could find more 
interesting things to read about. We have plenty of good novels in the 
library, which you are free to take at any time.” 

“Thank you, Ma’am; it is very kind of you to offer them,” Ann 
replied, “‘but I do not think any book could please me more than this 
one on the Holy Eucharist.” 

“And what do you mean by Eucharist, pray tell? I never did 
understand the expression.” 

“The Eucharist is the Most Blessed Sacrament. The word itself, 
as I have read, means thanksgiving, which is very fitting, for, besides 
being the source of the immeasurable graces which stream upon all 
Christendom, it is our great means of thanking God for all His bene- 
fits. Is it not an undeserved happiness for us sinful mortals that the 
Son of God should dwell in our midst under the form of bread and 
even unite Himself with us in Holy Communion?” 

“But you do not really believe such nonsense!”’ 

Ann felt the blood rising to her cheeks, but she checked her 
indignation and answered calmly: ‘“‘Nonsense, my dear Madam? How 
can a Christian — a Catholic — say such a thing?” 

“Why not? Cultured people do not believe such fables nowadays. 
Whai childish superstition! To believe that a living person is present 
in a wafer of bread or in a drop of wine! Indeed, the most skilled 
magician could not accomplish such a feat!” 

To be concluded. 





All Ye This consoling booklet brings balm to the hearts of 
Who Mourn ™°urners, describes the most practical means of help- 
ing the dear departed, and contains the prayers for 
the funeral Mass, besides many other prayers for the poor souls. These 
booklets are admirable for use at funerals, and will be appreciated by 
non-Catholics whom friendship or other ties constrain to attend the 
burial of Catholics. 5¢ each. Order by the 100 for your parish church. 
Reduction for quantities of 100 or more. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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{rittle fsovers 


Servers of the Great King 
(Continued ) 
Last month we spoke of what a great honor it is to be an altar boy and to serve 
our Lord Jesus Christ, who is the King of heaven and earth. Now we shall tell you 
how an altar boy must behave if he-wishés to be really pleasing to Jesus. 





’ EJOICE that you can be so close to our dear Savior. 
’ and serve His priests. Be sure.to be very good, quiet, 
childlike and modest, and remember always that the 
dear ange!s serve our Lord with you; then He will be’ 
pleased with you.” — Theresa Neumann of Konners- 
reuth, who has received many favors from our dear 
Lord, wrote these words in a prayer-book which she: 
presented to a little altar boy. Let us study these words and see what 
the behavior of a good altar boy should be. 

1. First, an altar boy must be good. You all know the difference 
between a good boy and a bad boy. A good boy is one who. believes. 
that God sees him everywhere. He is faithful in going to church and 
saying his prayers. He is obedient to his father, mother and teachers; 
he never tells a lie; he does not take what belongs to others; he always 
plays fair with his companions, and avoids boys who are rough and 
who use bad words or do things which are not right. 

2. An altar boy must be quiet. Boys are naturally noisy and 
boisterous. This is all right on the play ground, when playing base- 
ball, football and such games, but even here an altar boy should not 
be rude or rough. When he enters the church, especially when he is. 
going to serve, he must conduct himself like a gentleman, because God 
is really present in the church. He should think as he makes the 
genuflection: “Jesus is here!”” How would you act if you were in the 
holy house of Nazareth where Jesus, Mary and Joseph lived? Just so 

«you ought to act when you are in church, for that is truly the house 
6f God. ‘ 

3. A good altar boy must be childlike. Though He was the Son 
of God, and knew all things, the Child Jesus humbly submitted to His 
holy Mother and St. Joseph, and allowed them to regulate His daily 
life. In imitation of the Child Jesus, an altar boy must quietly yield 
to the wishes of his elders and not think he knows everything better 
than others. He must do what he is told readily and cheerfully, and 
not be ashamed to ask if there is anything which he does not know. 

4. He must be modest. Modesty is one of the most beautiful 





‘ 
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qualities of an altar boy. It is the guardian of purity, that beautiful 
virtue which makes us like unto the angels. One who is,so close to 
Jesus on the altar will not listen to immodest talk or use his tongue 
to say immodest things, and will quickly turn his mind to other things 
so that no immodest thought may dwell in his heart or mind, A modest 
boy walks in a dignified way, without swinging his afms or swaying 
his body from side to side. He enters the sanctuary at a moderate: 
pace, with his eyes cast down and his hands folded. upright, palm to, 
palm, and never looks around unless it is really necessary. 

5. An altar boy must be reverent. He must never forget that he 
is in the presence of a great and holy King, who is surrounded by 
countless adoring angels. Holy Scripture tells us that these angels are 
so respectful that they bend low in adoration, even covering their 
faces with their wings. An altar boy must also handle with great 
reverence all the articles connected with the Divine service, even the, 
very least of them. He must make his genuflections slowly and thought- 
fully, and not jerk up and down or bob his head as if his neck were 
made of rubber. This shows a great lack of reverence. 

6. An altar boy must be punctual and reliable. These are. im- 
portant and necessary qualities. It is a great honor to serve Jesus on 
the altar. Many little boys are happy to bring the sacrifice of. getting 
up early morning after morning, even in winter, to prove their love 
for Jesus by serving at Holy Mass. An altar boy must see to reach 
the sacristy in time to put on his cassock and surplice without haste, 
so that he may be calm and recollected when he enters the sanctuary 
with the priest. When it is his turn to serve, he must be so reliable 
that the priest can depend on his being there, even though the weather 
may be bad. If something happens that he cannot get there, he must 
try to notify the priest so that he can get someone else to serve. It is 
a grievous sin for a priest to say Mass without a server, unless there 
is a serious reason for his doing so. This proves how important is 
the office of an altar boy and how conscientious he ought to be in 
fulfilling it. 

7. An altar boy must be kind and considerate toward others. When 
Jesus was a boy, the children used to ask their mothers to let them 
play with Mary’s Son because He was so good and kind. Never did 
He act in a selfish manner, or choose what was best for Himself, 
even though He was God. An altar boy must try to be like the Boy 
Jesus. He must not think of his own convenience, but try to make 
it as pleasant as possible for others. He must be kind to everyone, 
but especially to old people and to the poor. He must also be kind 
to animals, because they are God’s creatures. To be continued. 
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Christmas Contest 

Some of our Little Lovers have already sent their Contest 
letters. What beautiful lessons you must be learning from the Child 
Jesus as you picture Him in His little crib! If you have any difficulty, 
just ask the Blessed Mother to 
help you; she will teach you 
many lovely things about her 
little Jesus. 
, These are the conditions and 
rules of the contest: 

The boy or girl sending the best 
letter on: Five Things a Child 
Should Learn from the Child 
Jesus in the Crib, will receive as 
a prize a beautiful statue. Since 
telling you in the October number 
it would be a statue of the Infant 
Jesus of Prague, we have found 
that these statues are very hard 
to get, so we have selected in- 
stead a’ Nativity group which we 
think you will like even better. 
It shows the little Infant Jesus 
in His crib, with the Blessed 
Mother and St. Joseph adoring 
Him. The prize winner will sure- 
ly be delighted with such a nice 





Study this picture and see what Christmas gift. 
it will teach sp aan Tafent Jesus The five next best letters will 


be given honorable mention and 
their writers will each receive a medal and a booklet of devotions to 
the Infant Jesus. 
Do not copy from a book, but give your own thoughts in your own 
words. (Small children may ask someone to help them.) 
Write your name and home address plainly at the end of your letter. 
Give your age, and the name of the school which you attend. 
Post your letter before midnight of December 10th. 
Address your letter in care of Department L. 
* VIRTUE FOR NOVEMBER: Compassion for the poor souls in pur- 
gatory. Pray an Our Father every day for the souls of children who are 
suffering in purgatory, that they may soon enter heaven to praise God. 
Also make a visit to the Blessed Sacrament every day if possible and 
offer it for them. 
ASPIRATION: May the souls of the faithful departed through 
the mercy of God rest in peace. Amen. 





A five-room house, with cellar, electricity and gas. One 
FOR acre of land, garden, and garage. One block from Catholic 
SALE church and school; across the street from High School. For 
further information write to: Mr. P. J. Esser, Pilot Grove, Mo. 
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HAVE YOU RECEIVED 
YOUR PICTURE? 
TT Tr. 

Each subscriber to 


TABERNACLE & PURGATORY 
will receive one of these 
beautiful pictures 
of the 
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 


on receipt of 
RENEWAL of subscription 
for one year. 

You will be delighted 
with this 
exquisite little copy 
of Von Oer’s painting, 
in delicate pastel shades. 


ed 





For the Consolation of the Departed 


HE custom of burning candles for the faithful departed dates back to 
very ancient times. The Fathers and Doctors of the Church have ever 
urged this pious practice upon the faithful as being very pleasing to 

God and effective as an expiation for sin, inasmuch as it is an offering rather 
than a pefition. Could the poor souls speak to us, how they would plead to 
have these burnt offerings made for them! 

In our Adoration Sanctuaries, both at Clyde and Mundelein, many candles 
burn constantly before the Most Blessed Sacrament exposed. The Heart of 
Jesus under the sacramental veils throbs with love and compassion for the 
poor souls. What streams of mercy will not a lighted taper, consuming itself 
before His exposition throne, draw down upon them from this merciful Heart! 
For an alms of 50 cts., a large wax candle will be burned for your intention 
a day and a night; for $3.50, one week; and for $12.00, one month. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 








224 TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


‘‘Dumber than Rats!’’ 


HE famous Father Abel, S.J. stood in the pulpit one 
night in Vienna. He was the idol of the populace, hav- 
ing the power not only to sway the hearts of his hearers, 
but to change them entirely. The church was crowded, 
for everyone was eager to hear the special message of 
this popular and saintly ‘“‘apostle of men.’’ And these 
were his opening words: “You Viennese are dumber 
than rats!” A ripple of laughter passed through the 
audience. However, Father Abel continued seriously: 
“Yes, you Viennese are dumber than rats! Let me explain. We place 
poison for the rats. They eat it and die. Thereby they prove their 
utter stupidity. To you Viennese, arsenic is not fed in pills, but it is 
fed in bad books, salacious periodicals and newspapers. You eat the 
poison and go to destruction. At least the rats do not pay for the 
poison they get, but you give of your hard-earned money for these 
vile sheets which poison your minds and hearts and accomplish your 
spiritual death.”” Father Abel held the secrets of thousands and 
thousands of men. He was the image of God’s mercy, to whom many 
a black sheep came to be cleansed and brought back to the Good 
Shepherd. He knew from bitter experience to what depths of deg- 
radation in the mire of immorality bad reading leads and to what 
utter disregard of faith it tends. 

Let his words be a warning to us. Bad reading is a poison, a 
deadly poison. It means death to innocence, death to virtue, death 
to the faith. 

To encourage the reading of good clean literature, to support 
and endeavor to influence others to subscribe to a Catholic daily, and 
to at least one Catholic monthly, is a most fruitful form of Catholic 
action of the lay apostolate of today. 

OW is the time “to begin to start” the new year well. By sub- 
scribing to “Tabernacle and Purgatory” you will bring into 
your home the rays of light and love from the Most Blessed 

Sacrament, the great power that enlightens and governs the world. It 
is really remarkable how few of our subscribers who read “Tabernacle 
and Purgatory” give up the magazine even in these hard times. They 
assure us that it is their one spiritual reading amid many forms of 
«literature which come to their home. 

(See our special three-year offer for subscriptions to “‘Tabernacle _ 
and Purgatory,” outside back cover.) 











Contents — November, 1934 
Look Up! — Their Great Means of Deliverance — The Holy Host 
and the Holy Souls— Power of the “De Profundis” — Reward for 
Assisting the Poor Souls — Redemption by Merciful Love — Know and 
Explain Your Catholic Faith — Hope! — Magnificent Development of a 
Eucharistic Apostolate — Saved by Her Faithful Maid — Little Lovers— 
“(Dumber than Rats!” 


























@fhristmas Greeting Cards 


Inspiring Beautiful « 


Catholic”’ 





ATHOLICS should show a preference 
Phe for pictures genuinely devotional. The 
Singel Gabriel two subjects on: our greeting cards are 
at the Grid not only profoundly religious and inspiring, 
but also artistically beautiful in their execu- 
tion. “The First Visit of the Angel Gabriel to the Crib” was made 
for our convent some years ago by a holy Redemptorist Lay-brother 
in Germany, Max Schmalzl. The entire life of this saintly brother 
was devoted to painting religious subjects. His productions reflect 
the deep piety which animated his own soul. The beautiful expression 
on the face of Our Blessed Mother is truly inspiring, but especially 
will the smiling Infant delight the recipients of these cards and inspire 
them with true Christmas joy. 


HE other subject, the famous Nativity 

Beuronian group of the Beuronian School of Art 
Jiativity (Benedictine Monks of Beuron, Ger- 
Group many) is likewise deeply religious and in- 
spiring — the work of prayerful artists whose 

inspiration is drawn from the liturgy, which is the power of their 
daily life, and from the Tabernacle, that never-failing source of 
heavenly thoughts. The graceful ornamentation of the Florentine 


School on the inside fold will be appreciated by all who have a taste 
for art. 


These attractive holiday folders are of cream linen finish parch- 
ment paper, French fold, with Baronial size envelopes (444 x 6% in.) 
to match, They are lithographed in five pastel shades and gold, which 
‘is equivalent to seven colors. You will find it difficult to obtain more 
beautiful cards at so reasonable a price. One dozen folders, with 
envelopes (six of each subject or twelve of either) — $1.00. For an 
additional charge of 25¢, names will be imprinted on inside fold. 
On orders of two dozen or over for the same person, name of person 
will be imprinted without charge. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 


ORDER BLANK 
Please send to my address sets of Christmas Greetings. 


Enclosed find $ Print (or do not print) my name thereon. 
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In Preparation for Christmas 


A booklet of affectionate conversations with the 
Divine Babe, suitable for a novena before Christ- 
mas and for during the Christmas season. Also 
contains litany, aspirations and other prayers. 
Order now to include in your Christmas parcels. 5¢ each. 


Little Devotions 
to the Holy 
Infant Jesus 


History of this beautiful devotion; marvelous 

Infant Jesus favors obtained from the Holy Infant; litanies and 

of Prague various prayers. This form of devotion to the 

Infant Jesus has been practiced in Europe for three 

centuries, but has only recently gained popularity in the United States. 

Invoke the Holy Infant and honor His image; He will not fail to 
reward your confidence. 5¢ each. 


Devotion to the 


Artistic Calendars for 1935 


ATHOLICS ought to select calendars with art subjects which in- 
spire good thoughts and elevate the mind. — Our calendars for 
1935 cover a variety of religious subjects, in beautifully blending 

colors, each of which might fittingly be framed later as a holy picture. 
Choice of subjects: — 


The Sacred Heart of Jesus Madonna and Child 

Christ Knocking at the Door Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

Jesus, God of Peace St. Joseph and the Child Jesus 

Christ in Gethsemane St. Anthony with the Divine Infant 

Christ and the Rich Young Man St. Teresa (the Little Flower) 

The Holy Family 

Any of the above subjects, in colors 

Or: Jesus, Lover of Children, in sepia 20 cents 
Size of calendar, 16 %x10%, in. Calendar pad, 7x3 1%, in. Figures in black 

and red, 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 


Perhaps God is Calling You 


»9 ILL your life be spent amid the turmoil of the world 

f or is God perhaps calling you to the tranquil, prayer- 

ful life of a Benedictine Lay-brother? It is a happy 

life of work and prayer. The Benedictine Brother 

like a St. Joseph in the humble workshop at Nazareth 

glorifies God by the work of his hands in the house, 

fields, garden, or by the practice of the various use- 

ful trades (tailor, shoemaker, printer, bookbinder, 

mechanic); and sanctifies his soul by a life of prayer and obedience. 

If you find in your heart a longing to devote yourself in a special 
manner to the service of God, write for information to the 

Rev. Brother Instructor, Conception, Mo. 








HA Dollar Weil and Wisely Spent 


N buying Christmas gifts, most people find it difficult to secure 

something worth while at a reasonable price. Do you find yourself 
puzzling over this problem? Then let us make a suggestion: Pre- 
sent your Catholic friends with a subscription to “Tabernacle and 
Purgatory,” the Eucharistic messenger which an esteemed subscriber 
has styled: The Catholic magazine of high merit and low cost. 

To thousands of persons, far and near, this Eucharistic magazine 
brings enjoyment and consolation. Priests and religious find it helpful 
in giving religious instructions and in promoting the spiritual life 
of those entrusted to them. Lay persons who are compelled to spend 
their lives amid the distractions of the world find this devotional 
magazine an effective antidote against the poisonous influence of such 
distractions. Parents find it helpful in the difficult problem of rearing 
their children piously. Children find delight in the department de- 
voted to their special interest. Those in suffering and distress find 
it an unfailing source of consolation and encouragement. 


ROM far off Cristobal in the Canal Zone, an appreciative subscriber 

writes: — 

“I have received so much consolation from your dear magazine, ] really 
could not live without it. Whenever I am oppressed, worried, and everything 
seems dark around me, after reading one of your dear stories of our dear Mother 
and her precious Son, I feel that my burden is much lighter to bear.” 


[Sess Mexico City, another subscriber expresses her gratitude: — 
“Please accept my sincere thanks for not failing to send me your dear 
little magazine, “Tabernacle and Purgatory,’ notwithstanding that my subscrip- 
tion thereto expired last March. It has meant very much to me, and my failure 
to renew the subscription was due to the pressure of circumstances which pre- 
vented me from attending to it. Please keep up the thoroughly devotional and 
spiritual tone of your magazine, and may the scope of its influence grow wider 
and wider.” ? a 
LAST quotation we give from the letter of a subscriber in Cali- 
fornia, whose example we hope many of our readers will imitate 
during this Christmas season: — 
“In a short time, please God, J have planned to buy five subscriptions to 
“Tabernacle and Purgatory,’ to be sent where I know they will do much good. 


L,am delighted with my magazine, and can hardly wait until the next issue 
“reaches me each time.” (2) 


Whether you give “Tabernacle and Purgatory” as a Christmas 
gift to your friends or as a charitable offering to some poor deserving 
family, you will be sure to give them a gift which will please and the 
dollar for the subscription will be well and wisely spent. At our 
reduced rate, A THREE-YEAR SUBSCRIPTION is only $2.00. Would 
not this be an ideal gift for your pastor, or for some Catholic families 
on your list of friends, or for nuns and lay teachers? 

Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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